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PETITION TO ACCEPT UNINTENTIONALLY DELAYED PAYMENT OF 
MAINTENANCE FEE IN AN EXPIRED PATENT (37 CFR 1,378 {c}) 



Dockel Number (Optional) 
31941/30001 



Mail to: Mail Stop Petition 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Fax: (571)273-8300 

NOTE: if information or assistance is needed in completing this form, please contact Petitions Information at (571) 272-3282. 



Patent No. 
issue Date 



Application Number _ 



Filing Date May 27, 1999 



CAUTION: Maintenance fee (and surcharge, if any) payment must correctly identify: (1) the patent number (or 
reissue patent number, if a reissue) and (2) the application number of the actual U.S. application (or 
reissue application) leading to issuance of thai patent to ensure the fee(s) is/are associated with the 
correct patent. 37 CFR 1 .366(c) and (d). 

Also complete the following information, If applicable 

The above - identified patent 



□ 



Is a reissue of original Patent No. „ 
original application number , 



„ original issue date„ 



original filing date 



resulted from the entry into the U S under 35 U.S.C. 371 of international application^ 
filed on _™_„„„ , 



CERTIFICATE OF MAIL ING (37 CFR 1 .89(a)) 

I hereby certify thai: this paper {'along with any paper referred to as being attached or enclosed) is being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service on the date shown below with sufficient postage as first class main in an envelope addressed to 
Mall Stop Petition, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, or facsimile transmitted to the 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office on the date shown below. 



Typed or Printed Name of Person Signing Certificate 
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This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .378(c). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file {and by 
the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 
hour to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the 
individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to 
the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce. P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 DO 
NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. S£ND TO: Mail Stop Petition. Commissioner for Pat»nts>.0. Box 1450. 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 



If you need assistance in completing the form, caii 1-800-PTQ-91Q9 and select option 2, 
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1. SMALL ENTITY 

[ ] Patentee claims, or has previously claimed, small entity status. See 37 CFR 1 .27. 

2. LOSS OF ENTITLEMENT TO SMALL ENTITY STATUS 

[i/j Patentee is no longer entitled to small entity status. See 37 CFR 1 -27(g) 

3. MAINTENANCE FEE (37 CFR 1 .20(e)-(g)) 

The appropriate maintenance fee must be submitted with this petition, unless it was paid earl 



HOT Smalt Entity 

Amount Fee (Code) 


Small Entity 
Amount Fee (Code) 


| j $ 3!4yrfee (1551) 
j j $ 7 1 / 2 yrfee (1552) 
[✓] $W.810.00 11-vrfee ,1S.™ 


f ] $ 3 1 / 3 yrfee (2551) 
[J] $ 7 1 / 2 yrfee (2552) 
| j $ 1 1 % yr fee (2553) 



MAINTENANCE FEE BEING SUBMITTED $ 



SURCHARGE 

The surcharge required by 37 CFR 1.20(i)(2) of $ 1 - 890 - 00 (Fee Code 1558) must be paid as a 

condition of accepting unintentionally delayed payment of a maintenance fee. 

SURCHARGE FEE BEING SUBMITTED $ 1 ' 89Q - 0 



5. MANNER OF PAYMENT 

I Enclosed is a check for the sum of $ 



jj ^j Piease charge Deposit Account No. 

jj/] Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached. 



6. AUTHORIZATION TO CHARGE ANY FEE DEFICIENCY 



| The Director is hereby authorized to charge any maintenance fee, surcharge or petition deficiency to Deposit 
Account No. 13-2855 
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7. OVERPAYMENT 

As to any overpayment made p 



□ 



Send refund check 



WARNING: 

Petitioner/applicant is cautioned to avoid submitting personal information in documents filed in a patent application that may contribute 
to identity theft. Persona! information such as social security numbers, bank account numbers, or credit card numbers (other than a 
check or credit card authorization form PTO-2038 submitted for payment purposes) is never required by the USPTO to support a 
petition or an application. If this type of personal information is included in documents submitted to the USPTO, petitioners/applicants 
should consider redacting such personal information from the documents before submitting them to the USPTO, Petitioner/applicant is 
advised that the record of a patent application is available to the public after publication of the application (unless a non-publication 
request in compliance with 37 CFR 1.213(a) is made in the application or issuance of a patent. Furthermore, the record from an 
abandoned application may also be available to the public if the application is referenced in a published application or an issued patent 
(see 37 CFR 1.14). Checks and credit card authorization forms PTO-2038 submitted for payment purposes are not retained in the 
application file and therefore are not publicly available. 

8. STATEMENT 

The delay in payment of the maintenance fee to this patent was unintentional. 



iyre{s) of Petitioners) 

David J. Bnjie »t 



Typed or printed name(s) Registration Number, If applicable 

906-776-3513 



Telephone Number 
1819 N. Stephenson Ave. 



Iron Mountain, Michigan 49801 



37 CFR 1.378(d) states: "Any petition under this section must be signed by an attorney or agent registered to 
practice before the Patent and Trademark Office, or by the patentee, the assignee, or other party in interest." 

ENCLOSURES 

Maintenance Fee Payment 

Surcharge under 37 CFR 1 .20(i)(2) (fee for filing the maintenance fee petition) 



□ 
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ASSIGNMENT 



Patent No: 6,170,178 
Issued: January 9, 2001 

Title: POWERED QUICK ATTACH SNOWPLOW 

For good and valuable consideration, the receipt mid sufficiency of which are hereby acknowledged, the undersigned 
hereby assign to NORTHERN STAR INDUSTRIES, INC., 1819 N. Stephenson Ave.. Iron Mountain, Michigan 49801 {hereinafter 
"Assignee"), its successors and assigns, the entire right, title and interest in the invention or improvements of the undersigned 
disclosed in. United States Patent No. 6,170,178 and any and all other applications, both in the United States and in other countries, 
which the undersigned may file or be named as an inventor, either solely or jointly with others, on said invention or improvements, 
and in any and all letters patent of the United States and other countries, which may be obtained on any of said applications, and in 
any reissue or extension thereof. The undersigned further convey, transfer, and assign to Assignee the undersigned's right(s). 
privilege(s) and interest(s) to claim priority benefit of any of the applications described above; to apply for and obtain patents in the 
name of the undersigned or the name of Assignee; and the rights to bring suit, claim, and retain any damages or other re 
infringement (including past infringement) of any of the applications or patents described above. 

The undersigned hereby authorize and request the Commissioner for Patents to issue said letters pi 



The undersigned hereby authorise and request that the attorneys of record in said application insert in this assignnxn 
the execution date and/or filing date and serial number of said application when officially known. 

The undersigned warrant themselves to be the owners of the interest herein assigned and to have the right to make 
this assignment and further warrant that there are no outstanding prior assignments, licenses, or other rights in the interest herein 
assigned except in favor of Assignee, 

The above-identified application was made or authorized to be made by the undersigned, and the undersigned 
believes himself or herself to be the original inventor or an original joint inventor of the invention claimed in the above-identified 



^ for saia consideration the undersigned sereby agree, upon the request and at the expense ot said Assignee, its 

successors and assigns, to execute anv and ail aoplscattons on said invention or improvements , and any necessarv oath or atudavit 

Qj relating thereto, and any aophcation for the reissue or extension of anv letters patent that may be granted upon anv and all ot said 

(/) applications, and any and ah applications and other documents for letters patent in otner countries on said invention or 

[]j improvements, that said Assignee, its successors or assigns, may deem necessarv or expedient, and for said consideration the 

O undu<r nec tu 1 ser agree upon the request of said Assignee, us successors or assigns, m the event ot anv application or letters 

_J patent assigned herein becoming involved in Interference or Opposition, to cooperate to the best ot the ability ot the undersigned 

^ with said Assignee, us successors or assigns, tn the matters ot preparing and executing the preliminary statement and giving and 

jjj producing evidence m support tfcereoi. the undersigned hereby agreeing to perform, upon request, anv and all affirmative acts to 

C£ or! sin i-ilettesf >ri t bo h it th Lmtt d strf ^ 4nd m ot k,i r ou ioi < aril^cst <dl r gbt th rcii hurt n ct nvc^ed n ail 
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Assignee, its successors and assigns, whereby said letters patent will be held arid enjoyed by said Assignee, its successors and 
assigns, to the fall end of the term for which said letters patent may be granted as fully and entirely as the same would have beea 
held and enjoyed by the undersigned if this assignment and sale had not been made. 

The undersigned hereby acknowledges feat any willful false statement made in this document is punishable under 18 
U.S.C. 100! by fine or imprisonment of not mora than 5 years, or both. 



On -i-.h.sif of -he Aj.<«j>s:-.-s, tin ^tawgivd fa duly-auth-Ti'icd rcpros 



!/l«/3<?^_ 



e of Assignee) hereby confirms the Assig 
} <n: NORTHERN SlAR INDUSTRIES INC 
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